From village green to Internet

1381-2020 “We come seeking social justice”

650 years later we are still fighting for social justice, for peace and for the
right to be informed. Today Julian Assange, the found of Wikileaks is
imprisoned in Belmarsh, in the borough of Greenwich, for publishing
documents revealing US war crimes and human rights abuses in Iraq,
Afghanistan and Guantanamo.
Nils Melzer, UN Special
Rapporteur on Torture has
stated: “The case is a huge
scandal and represents the
failure of Western rule of law. If
Julian Assange is convicted, it
will be a death sentence for
freedom of the press.”
If journalists are silenced, the movements for peace and social justice are
greatly weakened. The US, by silencing wikileaks and all investigative,
seeks to be able to wage its wars with impunity. After a week of hearings
at the end of February, Assange’s trial continues for three weeks from May
18th. We need to keep up the pressure:

Free Assange! No Extradition!
For more information see: https://wiseupaction.info/;
https://www.facebook.com/SELAssangeDefence/
https://defend.wikileaks.org/; https://dontextraditeassange.com/

To start the walk go to Blackheath station (mainline
from Charing Cross. London Bridge, Waterloo East)

In June 1381 one half of an army of
peasants gathered on Blackheath.
They had come from all the counties
neighbouring London to oppose the
poll tax and the re-imposition of
serfdom.
John Ball was a ‘hedge priest’ who toured Kent villages in the early months
of 1381 giving sermons which attacked the poll tax and inequality. Having
been banned from preaching in church he began to preach on village
greens and the Archbishop of Canterbury imprisoned him in Maidstone
Prison.
In June 1381 Wat Tyler, a former soldier, led a troop of men to free John
Ball from prison. They gathered support in Dartford, Rochester and
Canterbury where on 10th June they took over the archbishop's palace.
They then marched to London to plead with the king.
They reached Blackheath on 12th June, by now numbering maybe 30,000.
On that day, John Ball and Wat Tyler spoke to the crowd.
Wat Tyler told them: "Remember, we come not as thieves and robbers. We
come seeking social justice."
The end of the revolt
Initially the king acceded to their demands, and the majority of peasants
went home. Eventually Wat Tyler was killed, the King went back on his
promises, repression followed speedily and the ringleaders, including John
Ball were executed. Longer term the poll tax was limited and feudalism
declined quickly. The ideas of 1381 were to resurface in the English,
American and French and Russian Revolutions, in Chartism and the growth
of socialism.

