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how much suffering it was causing, that
millions of people all over the world had
been killed or had their lives destroyed by
the C.I.A. and the institutions it supports.’
In 1975 he published his exposé of CIA
operations and covert operatives ‘Inside
the Company – CIA Diary’ for which the
US hounded him throughout the world.
He describes common practices of the
CIA: torture, murder, fomenting coups,
arming opposition groups, building fake
opposition to progressive movements.
And his own role:
‘… that was my job – to bug people
we considered enemies, to frame them,
to trap them, to discredit them, or possibly, to get them to work for us, either by
buying them or through blackmail.’
‘My main job was electronic surveillance – in both Ecuador and Uruguay …, I
successfully bugged Communist embassies, the headquarters of various leftist
organizations, and the private homes of
all sorts of people, from cabinet ministers
to student leaders. And I don’t mean just
bugging the phones. I mean the whole
house. In one case I even set up cameras
to record everything that was going on.’
The intelligence-led nature of the

Join the
Fight TO
In 2010, WikiLeaks released a classified US
video showing the murder of over a dozen
people, including two Reuters news staff in
Baghdad by a US helicopter. Watch at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rXPrfnU3G0

campaign against Assange could not
be more obvious. A five-year old child
could have identified the CIA hand in the
surveillance, discrediting and persecution of Julian Assange. But apparently
the sophisticated, educated, supposed
guardians of democracy in the UK could
not spot it. Or chose not to.
Yet, in contrast, as campaigners have
found, there remains much support for
Julian Assange on the streets of the UK.
They have not been fooled by the propaganda – they have witnessed injustice in
their own lives. Charles Glass reports:
‘A friend of mine wrote to me recently,
“When I was teaching, in the poorest
area of East London, his [Assange’s]
arrest warrant had just been issued.
People on the bus – shift workers, cleaners, construction workers – used to
discuss him over their free copies of the
Metro. He was a hero to them.”’
Julian Assange has stood up for us
and our democratic rights. He needs
us to stand up for him and build the
powerful campaign that is necessary
to free him.

Find Out about the Committee to Defend Julian Assange news and events at:

■
■
■

https://wiseupaction.info
www.facebook.com/CommitteeToDefendJulianAssange/

Free
Julian
Assange!

■ Julian Assange,

journalist and
publisher of
WikiLeaks,
who revealed
systematic war
crimes by the US and UK.

■ Charged with espionage, he

faces 175-year sentence in the
US while the war criminals walk free.

■ Detained for the past 11 years in the

UK, psychologically tortured, isolated in
Belmarsh maximum security jail for the
past two and a half years. A political prisoner.

On twitter: @WISEUpAction @ja_defence
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about illegal western wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan – the murder of civilians,
torture, rendition and death squads.
They also revealed US political and CIA
interference around the world, mass
surveillance and corruption. And the
US, UK and other NATO states have
been after his blood ever since using
every weapon in their arsenal.

I

n January of 2021 UK Judge Baraitser
ruled that Julian Assange should not
be extradited to the USA. Her judgement seemed so greatly at odds with
her disdain for Julian Assange’s welfare
and his legal defence during proceedings
that it shocked many. But it was made
on the narrowest of grounds – his deteriorating mental health and risk of suicide
in the notorious US prison system. She
then sent him back to isolation in Belmarsh where she was perfectly aware
that his health would further deteriorate.
She rejected all of the defence arguments
on the issues of principle involved in this
historic case including the principle of
press freedom, the illegality of extraditing
Julian Assange on what are clearly political charges and the many proofs that the
US is mounting a political persecution.
The judgement meant that when the
US inevitably appealed to the High Court
none of the major political issues in the
case would be aired – merely the issue
of Julian’s mental health and the US giving worthless assurances that he would
not be sent to isolation in a Supermax
prison. The US Appeal was heard on
the 27/28 October and the verdict is
awaited.
If the US Appeal is successful, he
faces a possible 175-year sentence in
the USA. For what? From 2010, he and
WikiLeaks published millions of secret
leaked government documents showing the unvarnished, revolting facts
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‘Tyrannies invert the
rule of law.
They turn the law into
an instrument
of injustice. They cloak
their crimes
in a faux legality. They
use the decorum of the courts and
trials, to mask
their criminality. Thos
e, such as
Assange, who expose
that criminality to the public are
dangerous,
for without the pretex
t of legitimacy
the tyranny loses credib
ility and has
nothing left in its ars
enal but fear,
coercion and violen
ce. The long
campaign against As
sange and
WikiLeaks is a window
into the collapse of the rule of law
…’
Chris Hedges
The imperialist wars in the Middle East
were sold to the public with a Big Lie – that
Iraq had Weapons of Mass Destruction.
Such weapons were never found because
it was a complete fabrication. The wars
unleashed continuing disaster on the
Middle East – with millions dead and 37
million people displaced. While none of
the war-criminals responsible – Bush,
Cheney, Labour’s Tony Blair, etc – has suffered any consequence, Julian Assange,
the truth-teller, the person who played
a major role in their exposure, has been
hunted down and persecuted as an
example to show that anyone who dares
expose the truth about our rulers’ wars
(and they are waging and planning many
more) will be publicly annihilated.
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The relentless campaign to
destroy Julian Assange
If you have not heard about the US and
British continuing efforts to extradite
Julian to the US and there bury him in the
deepest US dungeon, it is because the
corporate mass media, British politicians
and ‘liberal’ opinion have been virtually
silent. They have ignored the case, its
implications for democracy, imperialist
wars and press freedom as well the threat
to Julian Assange’s life. For the previous
decade they waged a relentless campaign
to ridicule, slander and isolate Assange.

‘Last week’s fateful he
aring at the
High Court was “d
isappeared”
in the “free press”.
Most people
would not know that
a court in the
heart of London had
sat in judgement on their right to
know: their
right to question and
dissent.’
John Pilger (renowned
journalist and film ma
ker)

He has lost his liberty for the past 11
years with the UN ruling he had suffered
arbitrary detention since 2010, has spent
seven years in the Ecuadorian Embassy
and the past two and a half years in Belmarsh Maximum Security jail. He has
been effectively ‘disappeared’ from public attention. Those who saw him briefly
by video link at the High Court were
deeply worried by his fragile appearance. The UN Rapporteur on Torture
Nils Melzer has found he has suffered
‘psychological torture’ and labelled his
treatment ‘a slow-motion assassination’.
In September, a Yahoo! News investigation, based on conversations with more
than 30 former U.S. officials, revealed that
the CIA had sketched plans to kidnap
Julian from the Ecuadorian Embassy in
London where he had been granted asylum, to render him to the USA and even
to assassinate him. Their plans included a
possible shoot out on the streets of London should Assange escape. The British
government had agreed to do the shooting just as they have collaborated with
every other US plot. This gained little coverage in UK mass media.

The Yahoo! article concentrates on
the period following Trump taking office
in 2017. These revelations, though useful confirmation, did not come as a
surprise to those who know what the
US and UK have done to Julian Assange
and WikiLeaks over the past decade.
Nor anybody who knows the realities of
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Grayzone

US operations around the world, particularly by the CIA.
The US campaign against Assange
was stepped up under Trump with CIA
Director Mike Pompeo declaring WikiLeaks ‘a hostile non-state intelligence
service’. Pompeo and the CIA were
incandescent with rage because WikiLeaks started to publish ‘extraordinarily
sensitive CIA hacking tools, known collectively as ‘Vault 7,’ which the agency
ultimately concluded represented ‘the
largest data loss in CIA history.’
But the Get Assange operation was
always bipartisan and began further
back in 2010 under President Obama
when a Secret Grand Jury was convened
to decide on criminal charges against
Assange and WikiLeaks. According to
Yahoo!, Obama authorised increasingly
aggressive spying activities in 2013 following the Snowden leaks and again in
2016 after WikiLeaks published leaks from
the Democratic Party. Multiple US agencies – including the FBI, CIA, the Pentagon
and the Department of Justice have been
working to destroy Assange and WikiLeaks for 11 years by any means possible.
US operations were conducted internationally and intense collaborations took
place with the UK, Australian, Ecuadorian
and Swedish governments. Operations

UC Global photo of journalist Stefania
Maurizi’s mobile phone dismantled
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included cultivating informers, attacking
the WikiLeaks digital infrastructure, disrupting communications and finances,
provoking internal disputes, surveillance,
burgling lawyers and stealing electronic
devices. Smears on an industrial scale
were fed to tame media outlets and recycled endlessly with the Guardian taking
the lead in this.

The spying operation in the
Embassy
In 2012 Julian Assange sought asylum
in the London Ecuadorian Embassy to
escape the all too real risk of extradition
to the US. This Embassy became the
epicentre of US/UK intelligence operations. The Spanish High Court – largely
unreported in the UK – has been investigating the company UC Global which
was in charge of security for the Ecuadorian Embassy from 2015 to 2018.
Protected witnesses from UC Global,
documents and video recordings have
shown the company running an escalating and illegal surveillance campaign
against Assange on behalf of the
CIA. The Director of UC Global, David
Morales has been charged and is being
investigated for violation of privacy and
client-attorney privilege, as well as bribery and money laundering.
There was a particularly obsessive
and threatening interest in his lawyers
and his partner Stella Moris. Morales
issued instructions for individuals to
be targeted for investigation including
Assange’s international team of lawyers
with ‘special attention’ paid to Stella
Moris. Even Assange and Moris’s infant
son was targeted with plans to DNA test
his nappies to establish paternity.
In 2017, the spying reached new levels. Visitors were monitored and their
electronic devices opened and copied.
Journalist and author Charles Glass

The audio of Julian Assange’s meetings with
lawyer Geoffrey Robertson were recorded by
a microphone hidden in a fire extinguisher and
audio-enabled CCTV

reported: ‘Two days after one of my
meetings with Assange at the embassy,
burglars broke into an office I shared
with two designers in London. The only
item missing was my computer …’
UC Global installed hidden video and
audio devices which could be controlled
externally, ran 24 hours a day even in
the bathroom and installed a server with
open access to the US agency which
was paying them. That agency was
also given control of the cameras. They
recorded lawyers’ meetings as well as
doctors, journalists, and associates.
One of the UC Global witnesses
reported that the Americans became
so desperate they suggested ‘extreme
measures’ such as kidnapping or poisoning Assange. Internal surveillance
was mirrored outside the Embassy with
one Yahoo! source reporting:
‘It got to the point where every human
being in a three-block radius was working
for one of the intelligence services —
whether they were street sweepers or
police officers or security guards.’
The targeting and recording of
Assange’s lawyers had a profound effect
on the case. For example, Baltasar Garzón, his Spanish lawyer was followed,
photographed at his home and Morales
proposed burgling his office which then
took place. Gareth Peirce, Assange’s UK

solicitor, has testified to the effects: ‘This
fear, triggered by the clear evidence that
had been taking place over a number of
years has had a chilling effect upon preparation for these extradition proceedings.’
The gross illegality of the harassment of his lawyers and recording of
his meetings with lawyers alone should
have stopped the extradition case
going forward. But that lawless juggernaut continued. The British courts did
not find this a problem.

The FBI’s star witness against
Assange – a convicted
paedophile and serial fraudster
In June 2021 the Icelandic publication
Stundin published an astonishing article based on interviews with Sigurdur
‘Siggi’ Thordarson, a key witness in the
US ‘legal’ case against Julian Assange.
He told Stundin that he had lied in his
witness statements which had been the
basis of one of the charges in the US
case against Assange. This has received
no mainstream press coverage in the UK
despite the fact that Judge Baraitser
had relied on his testimony in part of her
judgement on extradition.
Thordarson is the most unsavoury of
characters. He had briefly volunteered
with Wikileaks and stolen $50,000 from
them. He is currently in jail in Iceland and
has previously been sentenced for frauds
against WikiLeaks and many other organisations and individuals. Later he was
convicted of sexual crimes against nine
underage boys. One of his other victims
committed suicide. He was diagnosed as
a sociopath by psychiatrists. In him the
FBI had found its ideal witness.
Thordarson offered his services to the
FBI in 2011 and the FBI and Department
of Justice rushed to Iceland to question
him, jumping at the opportunity to use his
testimony to shore up their empty legal
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case against Assange and to portray him
as a criminal hacker rather than a journalist. To gain permission to investigate
in Iceland the FBI manufactured a plot
to hack into Iceland’s infrastructure. But
Ögmundur Jónasson, Iceland’s Interior
Minister at that time, realised they were
actually there to investigate WikiLeaks:
‘When I say they came here to frame
Julian Assange and WikiLeaks, I don’t
say this lightly, I am selecting my words
very carefully’. Iceland bravely kicked
the US team out of the country while
most countries bent to US threats or
bribery. The FBI then took Thordarson to Denmark to question him. The
FBI would have made clear what they
wanted in the testimony for which they
happily granted him immunity in 2019.
Such is the character of the US case
against Julian Assange.

British Lawfare – using the
legal process to destroy those
who challenge power
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Whilst US agencies were using grossly
illegal methods and making plans to
assassinate Assange, the FBI and Department of Justice were building a case – a
legal fig-leaf – which could get Assange
into US hands. And their key partner in
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this has been the UK, its courts and prison
system. They have ensured that Assange
became ensnared in a 9-year long Swedish ‘investigation’ which was encouraged
at every turn by the UK Crown Prosecution Service then headed by current
Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer. The CPS
who, when Sweden wanted to drop it,
told them ‘Don’t you dare get cold feet’
and advised Swedish Prosecutors not
to come to the UK to interview Assange
(which he had repeatedly offered) despite
this being a common practice. Nils Melzer
has done an in-depth investigation of the
Swedish investigation and found fifty
indications of serious procedural violations. But the Swedish angle did the job
of besmirching Assange’s reputation,
keeping him in the Ecuadorian Embassy
and entangling him in legal cases. Finally
in 2019 he was given an unusually long
50-week sentence for breaching bail
when he had sought asylum in the Ecuadorian Embassy. He was sent to Belmarsh
while the US worked on stitching together
its threadbare legal case.
The first Magistrate assigned to
Assange’s extradition case was Lady
Arbuthnot. Declassified UK reported that
‘Lady Arbuthnot’s husband is a key figure in the British military and intelligence
establishment – a highly controversial
issue given that Lady Arbuthnot has made
rulings in the Assange case …’ Her husband was closely linked to ‘institutions and
individuals exposed by WikiLeaks.’ ‘Lord
Arbuthnot was from 2016-17 a director
of SC Strategy a consultancy created by
Sir John Scarlett, the former head of MI6
who had been behind the “dodgy dossier”
used by Tony Blair to push for war with
Iraq.’ Lady Arbuthnot did not recuse herself from the case but chose to withdraw,
thereby retaining her supervisory role.
The courts disregarded the many (illegal) obstacles in the path of his legal
defence. In 2010, Assange’s laptops and

hard drives vanished during a flight from
Sweden to Germany. These carried privileged communications with his legal team.
Likewise, all of Julian Assange’s belongings were seized in 2019 and handed over
to the USA when he was forcibly removed
from the Ecuadorian Embassy. Finally,
when what remained of Assange’s property was collected his solicitor reported
that: ‘All legally privileged material was
missing save for two volumes of Supreme
Court documents and a number of pages
of loose correspondence.’
Whilst in Belmarsh, Assange has, for
lengthy periods, been denied the most
basic of access to the bare minimum
needs for proper representation, including the ability to share documents, the
ability to have adequate legal visits, and
ability to access a computer to view
data for his case. During his extradition
hearings he was handcuffed and strip
searched several times a day and placed
in a glass box at the back of the court
where he had no private communication
with his lawyers and struggled to follow
proceedings. When his lawyers requested
that he sit with them, Judge Baraitser
refused despite the fact that even the US
Prosecutors had no objection to this.
In what would always be a David vs. Goliath case, the British legal system ensured

that the US Goliath was always given every
assistance. For Julian Assange, now 50, it
has meant years in limbo and continuing
psychological torture. UK prisoners are,
with some exceptions for violent crimes,
released half-way through their sentence.
Julian Assange has been detained for over
11 years – that is so far – the equivalent of
a 22-year sentence.
Separated from family and friends,
ill because of the mistreatment he has
received, unable to pursue his life’s work
and facing a perilous, uncertain future.
This is the appalling punishment of an
innocent man by legal process – Lawfare.

There remain only the tattered
remnants of democracy
The case of Julian Assange is the clearest
possible exposure of the anti-democratic
nature and lawlessness of the institutions
of state in the US, UK and other imperialist countries. And of the cowardice of
those in Parliament, in the media, in what
passes for the British intelligentsia. They
know perfectly well what has been done
to Assange yet they either support the
persecution of a journalist or say and do
nothing effective to end it.
Yet what is done to Julian Assange will
be done to others brave enough to challenge the domination of the war-mongering
ruling classes. Those who think effective
struggles against climate change, war and
inequality will be met with anything other
than repression need to study what has
happened to Julian Assange.
It was no surprise that in his first speech
as CIA Director Mike Pompeo attacked
WikiLeaks. More surprising was his attack
on Philip Agee, who left the CIA in 1965
for ideological reasons after 12 years as
an operative in Latin America. Agee said:
‘When I joined the C.I.A. I believed
in the need for its existence … After 12
years with the agency I finally understood
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